
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	



 
 

Document 3 
 

This excerpt is from the 1819 testimony of Dr. Michael Ward during an inquiry 
into the conditions of cotton factories. 
  
Interviewer: Give the committee information on your knowledge of the health of 
workers in cotton-factories.  
 
Dr. Ward: I have had frequent opportunities of seeing people coming out from 
the factories and occasionally attending as patients. Last summer I visited three 
cotton factories with Dr. Clough of Preston and Mr. Barker of Manchester and we 
could not remain ten minutes in the factory without gasping for breath. How it is 
possible for those who are doomed to remain there twelve or fifteen hours 
to endure it? If we take into account the heated temperature of the air, and 
the contamination of the air, it is a matter of astonishment to my mind, how the 
work people can bear the confinement for so great a length of time. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
	

	
	



	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 

Document 6 
 

This account is from an article published in The Ashton Chronicle in 1849. 
I was born in Hare Street, Bethnal Green, London, in the year 1805. My father 
died when I was two years old, leaving two children, myself and Sarah my sister. 
My mother kept us both till I was about five years old, and then she took badly 
and was taken to the London Hospital. My sister and I were taken to the Bethnal 
Green Workhouse. My mother died and we stayed in the workhouse. We had good 
food, good beds and given liberty two or three times a week. We were taught to 
read and in every respect were treated kindly. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	


